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OCI No. 2868/63

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Office of Current Intelligence
12 November 1963

CURRENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Developments in Countries on the Counter-
insurgency List

1. South Vietnam

28 above the earlier weekly high in mid-September.
Most actions have been small-scale and have been
repulsed by government forces with relatively low
casualties,

b. The increased Viet Cong activity almost
certainly is an effort to exploit dislocations re-
sulting from the coup d'etat, but reflects algso the
Viet Cong gearing up for the standard autumn offen-
sive, of which harbingers appeared in late August
and early September. Viet Cong Propaganda has also
attempted to exploit the coup, claiming in some rural
areas that the Communists have taken over in Saigon.

Cc. Government troops diverted to Saigon
for the Coup were largely reserve units except for
troops immediately north of Saigon, and have gener-
ally returned to normal duty stations. Operational

d. The military rulers appear in firm con-~
trol in Saigon and other cities. Urban popular )
opinion so far continues favorable, but some tradi-~
tional opposition elements are viewing the military
government's prospects with reserve. (Map)

2, Laos

a. Fighting has stepped up sharply in the
Plaine des Jarres region. Neutralist and right-wing
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forces late last week opened a limited offengive
against Pathet Lao and dissident neutralist posi-
tions to the north and east of the Plaine. Some

munist forces. Clashes also continue to be reported
in the Vang Vieng and Nhommarath regions.
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4. Venezuela

a. There have been 21 acts of terrorism
so far this month. These include an attack on a
hospital in Barquismeto, about 170 miles west of
Caracas, which resulted in the freeing of a Commu ~
nist congressman and the killing of at least two
pPolicemen,

25X1

-9
Approved For Release 2004000€, RIB-RDP79T00429A001200050021



Approved For Releaw/Z00411 OIF&MIDMZQAOMWSOOM -9 X
25X1

d. Security forces last week discovered
three tons of arms and ammunition buried on a beach
in northwest Venezuela. The present opinion of the
Venezuelan Government is that these arms were smuggled
in from Cuba for the FALN. Venezuelan officials are
thinking of placing the arms before various inter-
national organizations as evidence of Cuban subversion.
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